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Black Experiences Before 1865
Abstract
	The abolition and the civil wars in the 1800s is a hallmark African-American experience that saw many Blacks gaining their independence. In their slavery days, Africans were kidnapped from their continent and exploited to serve as indentured servants in cotton and tobacco firms. Blacks were subjected to poor working and housing conditions that led to poor standards of living.
Thesis
	Slavery in the 17th and 18th century did not only dehumanize the Black population but also led to mass deaths. The exploitation of the Black community to work as slaves in White farms and homesteads was a violation of their fundamental human rights. Even though slavery is a thing of the past now, its wounds have not healed, and that is why racial discrimination is still prevalent in the United States (U. S.). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Slavery started in the 1600s when a private company known as the White Lion came with 20 slaves to Britain, Jamestown, Virginia. The slaves were subjected to forced labor by working in tobacco, indigo, and rice plantations located at the Southern Coast. Besides the slaves were treated inhumanely since they were beaten up for petty reasons. They worked for long hours in the sun with minimal food and water. As a result, they were malnourished and had poor health due to the maltreatment. Also, the slaves lived under poorly-constructed houses where they were congested and were vulnerable to diseases. Sharing houses was a norm and even women and children were not excluded. Notably, the slaves were administered with formal education since there were no schools for Blacks during that period. 
[endnoteRef:1] [1:  History. “Slavery in America.” Aug. 28, 2019. Accessed Feb 3, 2020.  https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/slavery
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